POMPEY AND  CAESAR
of forgiveness of wrongs done, bestowing missions and
offices on the very men who in the past had been his
bitterest opponents.
At last after seventy years of conspiracies, insurrection
and wholesale slaughter, Rome was able to breathe
again, and the awe in which Caesar was held enabled
him to keep the democracy in order when he had finished
making use of it to gain the supreme power for himself.
The plebs, now kept well in hand, were compelled to
abandon their idle ways. The number of persons on the
dole was cut down by more than a half. At no more than
twenty four hours5 notice, two hundred thousand
Romans found themselves obliged to provide for their
own subsistence, and, as the colonies were in need of
labour, they were offered a free passage to go out and
work on the land. It was in this way that southern Gaul
and northern Africa were colonized. Rome felt the grip
of a strong will.
Social order was re-established. The Dictator begau
to make ready to carry out, once for all, the pacification
of the Eastern provinces, where smouldering fires of
discontent broke ever and anon into flames of open
rebellion.
But a conspiracy against his life left Caesar no time
to complete his task. A certain group of patricians had
made up their minds to kill him, and fearing lest their
attempt might miscarry if they attacked him in public,
they decided to strike at him within the precincts of that
Senate which he had so profoundly transformed, and
whose powers he had so ruthlessly curtailed. Their deed,
they reflected, would thus acquire a more impressive
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